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education throughout North America and in over 50 countries around the world. For
more than 25 years, the Association has promoted environmental education and
supported the work of environmental educators.

There are many environmental interest groups and many organizations dedicated to the
improvement of education. NAAEE combines and integrates both of these perspectives
and takes a positive, cooperative, nonconfrontational approach to promoting education
about environmental issues.

The Association is made up of people who have thought seriously - over lifetimes -
about how people become literate concerning environmental issues. NAAEE members
believe education must go beyond consciousness-raising. It must prepare people to
think together about the difficult decisions they have to make concerning environmental
stewardship, and to work together to improve and solve environmental problems.

NAAEE recognizes the need for a coherent body of information about environmental
issues. Its members also recognize that information and analysis are only part of an
effective education program. To be truly effective, this body of knowledge must be
integrated into all aspects of the curriculum and into all types of educating institutions
for the widest array of audiences.

In order to translate theory into reality and provide tangible support for environmental
education and environmental educators, NAAEE engages in a variety of programs and
activities: The annual conference at varying North American sites, an active publications
program, the Environmental Education Training Institute, the VINE (Volunteer-led
Investigations of Neighborhood Ecology) Network, the Environmental Issues Forums
(EIF) program, NAAEE Skills Bank, and the Environmental Education and Training
Partnership (EETAP).
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Welcome! With literally thousands of education materials to select from, knowing
which ones may be the best for a particular group of students can be a daunting task.
The Environmental Education Collection - A Review of Resources for Educators (Vol. 7)
is designed to help educators find curricula, multimedia resources, and other educational
materials that can enhance teaching environmental education in a variety of settings. It
is our hope that this resource guide will assist educators as they plan, develop, and -

implement creative and effective environmental education programs.

The Environmental Education Collection is intended to be the first in a series of resource
guides. Each of these guides will provide background information and reviews of some of
the most widely available environmental education materials. A companion piece, The
Biodiversi ty Collection - A Review of Resources for Educators, is being developed by
World Wildlife Fund. The Biodiversity Collection includes information on environmental
education curriculum materials and resources with a focus on biodiversity.

Environmental education is effective education. Environmental education is learner-
centered, providing students with opportunities to construct their own understandings
through hands-on, minds-on investigations. Learners are engaged in direct experiences
and are challenged to use higher-order thinking skills. Environmental education supports
the development of an active learning community where learners share ideas and
expertise, and prompt continued inquiry. Environmental education provides real-world
contexts and issues from which concepts and skills can be learned.

Environmental education recognizes the importance of investigating the environment
within the context of human influences, incorporating an examination of economics,
culture, political structure, and social equity, as well as natural processes and systems.
Ultimately, the goal of environmental education is to develop an environmentally literate
citizenry. Through comprehensive, cohesive programs, learners:

explore how feelings, experiences, attitudes and perceptions influence
environmental issues
become knowledgeable about natural processes and systems
gain an understanding of human processes and systems
are able to investigate and analyze environmental problems and issues using a
variety of techniques
use basic science and math skills, and explore the nature of bias
develop a sense of their rights and responsibilities as citizens
are able to understand the ideals, principles, and practices of citizenship in our
democratic republic
possess the skills necessary for citizenship
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